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TAGS: PBOR, MARR, KE, ET 

SUBJECT: KENYA-ETHIOPIA BILATERAL MEETINGS REPORTEDLY SET POR AUGUST 
REF: LIBREVILLE 1773 (NOTAL) 

1 . REPTEL REPORTED PLANS OP ETHIOPIAN DETECTOR TAYE 
RETA TO TRAVEL TO NAIROBI. TAYE CALLED ON EMBOPF JULY 13 
FOR PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION, AND WE EXPECT TO BE IN 
TOUCH WITH HIM FURTHER ABOUT HIS PLANS ALTER HE HAS 
SEEN KENYAN FRIENDS. HE PROVIDED THE POLLOWING 
INPORMATION ABOUT KENYAN-ETHIOPIAN RELATIONS. 

2. MENGISTU'S ASCENDANCY AND HIS REPORTED REMARK THAT 
ETHIOPIA WAS SURROUNDED BY REACTIONARIES WITH EXCEPTION 
OP SOUTH YEMEN WAS SYMPTOMATIC OF EPMG DISDAIN FOR KENYA, 

AND THIS HAS NOT BEEN LOST ON KENYAN OPPICIALS. (WE ALSO 
RECALL POREIGN MINISTER WAIYAKI SPEAKING PRIVATELY ABOUT 
KILLINGS IN ETHIOPIA, WHICH HE CHARACTERIZED AS BEING 

NO BETTER THAN AMIN'S REGIME IN UGANDA). THUS THERE 
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HAS BEEN DISTINCT CHILL ON KENYAN-ETHIOPIAN RELATIONS, 

ALTHOUGH BOTH COUNTRIES HAVE ATTEMPTED TO MAINTAIN AIR 
OP NORMALCY. IN PAST, KENYA AND ETHIOPIA HAVE REGULARLY 
HELD CONSULTATIVE MEEINGS IN THREE PORMATS-JOINT 
BORDER COMMISSION, JOINT MINISTERIAL COMMISSION AND 
JOINT DEPENSE COMMISSION. ALTHOUGH THESE BODIES HAVE 
NOT MET SINCE 1976, BOTH COUNTRIES APPRENTLY CONCLUDED 
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IN WAKE OF SOMALIA-KENYA BORDER INCIDENT THAT IT WOULD 
BE WISE TO REVIVE THEM. ACCORDING TO TAYE, WAIYAKI AND 
MENGISTU AGREED IN LIBREVILLE TO AIM FOR MEETINGS OF 
ALL THREE IN AUGUST. 

3. COMMENT: WHETHER MEETINGS WILL ACTUALLY TAKE PLACE 
DEPENDS ON SCHEDULING AS WELL AS NEW POLITICAL AND 
MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HORN. AT ANY RATE, 

INTENTIONS OF TWO COUNTRIES APPEAR TO BE IN FAVOR OF 
CLOSER RELATIONS DESPITE IDEOLOGICAL DISPARITY. 
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